Dal e Edward Randal |l 's Chil dhood and Fanmily Hi story Updated 10-30-09

| was born at hone on Novenber 22, 1935. My parents |ived where ny
father worked at 777 Emerick St on the Gault Dairy Farm near Ypsilanti,
Washt enaw County, M. My parents noved to a dairy farmin Holly, M
where their hone burned in 1936 when | was a year old. | started
attendi ng ki ndergarden in dinton, Lenawee County in the fall of 1940.
We noved to the village of Manchester in the winter of 1940-1941 and
fini shed ki ndergarden. My parents then lived in Washtenaw County unti
their deaths in 1991 and 1993.

WHEN MY FATHER ROY RANDALL WAS A KI D!

My father had eight siblings, all deceased. Hi s father was "Fred" Nornan
Randal I who was born on August 25, 1876 and di ed on Decenber 31, 1953. |
had just started school at Mchigan State College in the fall of that
year. Five cousins and | were the pall bearers at his funeral. MW
grandnot her, Florence Maransa "Flora" (Every) Randall and ny one week
old sister, Evelyn Irene Randall had both died in 1939. Later in the
late 1940's ny grandfather married "Mther Mrian" (Van Canp) Snyder
They lived in Jackson M chigan. Fred would always build a new house
trailer in their back yard in the sumer. Then they would drive to
Florida for the winter. In the spring they would sell their hone nade
trailer and then drive back to their home in Jackson. Marian's given
nane was probably Mary Ann Van Canp, the daughter of CGeorge and Ellen
(Northrup) Snyder. Marian had married Jay WIliam Snyder in 1901 and
they adopted a son, lvan D Snyder who was born in 1908 and died in 1987.
"Mt her Marian" owned her home on 125 E Euclid, Jackson, M from 1954
for 15 years after Fred died until her death at the Chel sea Methodi st
Home in 1969.

Dad, was born on Novenber 15, 1907. He was raised by Fred and Flora on
the farm homestead on Lima Center Road, between Manchester and dinton

i n Bridgewater Township, Washtenaw County, M chigan. There were nine
children in the famly born between 1898 and 1913. Their farm had no
electricity when ny father lived there. Horses were used for farm ng and
travel . The children used a horse drawn buggy or sleigh to drive to and
fromthe Bridgewater Center school house about a nile away. The horses
were tied and allowed to graze during school. The fanily drove a horse
drawn wagon to Clinton or Manchester to buy what they needed each
Sat ur day.

There were New York Central railroad steam | oconotive trains that would
travel through Adrian, Tecunseh, dinton, River Raisin, Manchester

Napol eon, and Jackson. Another New York Central track passed through the
north part of Manchester from Ann Arbor to Brooklyn. The two tracks
crossed just north of town. So there were two freight depot stations in
Manchest er. The depots conmuni cated with each other using a Tel egraph to
send and recieve Morse Code. The passenger trains would sonetinmes stop
near the village of "River Raisin" at the junction of Hogan Rd and

W bur road. This was just west of the Bridgewater Center Town Hall and
School. There was a small |ake near there where ny grandfather, Fred
Patterson and | fished when | was young. The train would only stop at
this "Podunk Junction" if a passenger want to get off or if a flag was
raised for a passenger to get on the train. Sone nodern maps still show



this location as "River Raisin", but the village doesn't exist now.

My grandfather's hobby was to grow flowers on the farm He had al nost
every variety and col or of peonies and gl ads which were planted in | ong
rows. The Randall farm hone was heated by a wood/coal burning furnace in
the basement. | renmenber it because it had a large square grill in the
m ddle of the living room It was too hot to wal k on because the hot air
regi ster was on top of the furnace. Meals were prepared before dark on a
wood burning stove because they had no electricity. They had a | arge
round table with a "lazy susan” in the center to nake it easier to pass
the food around. Kerosene |anps and flashlights provided light after
dark. They used a battery powered radio reciever set, which required a
long wire aerial and a ground rod. | renmenber ny father telling us how
sparks woul d sonetines junp fromthe aerial to the ground when it

snowed.

Horses were raised. Cows, steers, hogs, chickens, and eggs were raised
for food. The major crops were Weat, Hay, and Corn, and sonetines Oats
or Soybeans. In the fall the ears of corn were picked and dehusked by
hand and tossed into a horse drawn wagon. The ear corn was shovel ed by
hand into a corn crib to dry, then later shelled with a hand crank
driven corn sheller. The cobs could be used for fuel or fertilizer.

The cows were fed and nil ked by hand. In the sumer after the wheat was
ripened, it was cut and tied with strings into bundles by hand with a
hand sickle or a with horse drawn nower/binder. The bundl es were stacked
by hand into shocks to be dried. Al of the farners in the area would
bring their horse drawn wagons to each farmto help with the threshing.
The shocks were | oaded by hand with pitch forks onto the horse drawn
wagons, to be hauled to the threshing machine. The strings were renoved
and pitch forks were used to throw the wheat bundles onto the threshing
machi ne conveyer. The thresher was belt driven by a wood or a coal fired
steam engi ne tractor. The waste straw was blown into a |l arge "hay stack"
near the barn. The grain was stored in a grainery in the barn. The farm
wi ves would cone to the farmto get together and help prepare the neals
for the men. | saw this type of threshing in the sumrer of 1946, on the
Hogan road farm where ny aunt Ruth (Breitenw scher) Randall was born
When the threshing was finished, the steamengine tractor was used to
pull the thresher to the next farm All of this work is now done by one
farmer with a self propelled conbine. The |left over straw is now raked
into rows, baled, and transported by a tractor and wagon to be stored in
a barn. Farners still use the straw for cattle bedding.

The alfalfa or tinmobthy hay was cut two or three tine each year with a
horse drawn riding sickle bar mower and then left in the field to dry.
The mower sickle bar could be raised by the driver at each corner of the
field when the horses were turned to pull in a new direction. The hay
was then raked into rows with a horse drawn riding rake. The driver, who
rode on the rake, "lifted" the tines with a handle each tinme a new row
was reached. After the rows had been turned over a few times and were
dry, the hay was | oaded onto a horse drawn wagon with a hay | oader

and/ or by pitch forks. There were many jobs, driving the horses,
pitching the hay fromthe ground, and on the wagon to evenly spread the
hay. Hay slings were laid on each of three or four layers of hay as the
wagon was | oaded. If a hay | oader was pulled behind the wagon, it was



unhi tched before the wagon was pulled to the barn. Eventually tractor
drawn rakes, bailers, and wagons were used to harvest the hay.

There were different ways to lift the | oose hay into the barn. A long

| arge henp rope was strung through wooden bl ock and tackle pulleys in
the barn and out through a | arge door above the | oad of hay. The bl ock
and tackle pulley systemreduced the force required to lift the hay up
into the hay now. The team of horses were unhitched fromthe wagon in
order to pull the hay slings or hay forks up fromthe wagon into a |l arge
door opening at the end of the barn. A hay fork could be used to lift

| oose hay if a sling failed. Wien the hay reached the track at the top
of the barn, it would release a little car. The car and hay woul d be
pulled into the barn on the track. The horses were then stopped when the
hangi ng sling reached the position where the hay should be dropped.
There was a long small rope attached to a latch with a rel ease mechani sm
at the bottom of the hay sling. The hay could be swung back and forth by
carefully pulling on the the rope and then yanking it at the desired
monent to let the hay fall into one side or the other of the barn. A

| onger rope was then attached to pull the release rope, sling (or hay
fork), and the car back out to the end of the track. Wen the car
reached the end of the track it would unlock and allow the sling to be
pul | ed down and renoved for the next |oad of hay. Wen done, the horses
were then hitched up to the wagon to be driven back out to the field to
| oad nore hay.

My father bought a brand new 1928 Chevrol et autonobile for $600 before
ny parents were married in Chio in 1932. They were narried when ny

nmot her was 18 and dad was 24. She was living in Findley Chio. They had
met when her family were in Mchigan to work in the onion fields. My
parents nmoved to the Gault dairy farmin Ypsilanti where | was born in
1935. The Gault Dairy farmno | onger exists, but was probably | ocated
near the Gault Village Shopping Center in Ypsilanti near the old Ford
Mot or Plant that can be seen froml-94. My parents noved to a farmin
Holly, M where their rented hone burned in 1936. | was a year old. M
parents | ost everything they had.

In the 1940's, during the war, ny grandfather (Fred Patterson) and his
famly noved fromChio into a rented farm house on Ki es Road about one
half mle north of the Bridgewater Center Town Hall on dinton Road.
Many of ny aunts and uncles on both sides of the fanmly had attended
this sane country school house.

WHEN DALE RANDALL WAS A KI D!

| first renenber that we lived in Cinton, also with my aunt M nnie
Randal I, at her hone on the old Cinton-Manchester road, near the

Bri dgewat er Center Town Hall and School. | believe that we were there
for less than a year when | was three or four years old in 1938 or 1939.
She and her sister Cara, had taught school all of their lives. | have
photos of our family on our Wb Site. There is a photo of ne riding ny
tricycle in aunt Mnnie's driveway. | tried to run away to go to the
school house, which was about a half a nmile north of her honme. But ny
Mot her cane and rescued ne before | got there.

We noved back to Cinton in 1939 when | was still four and my younger



brother, Gerry was born. My parents had rented a house and then an
upstairs apartnent in dinton. | renenber that we had an new el ectric
clock that would gain or lose 15 to 20 nminutes and had to be reset by
hand. The Cinton Power Conpany could not regulate the 60 cycle
frequency of the power very well. My Dad wal ked to work at the dinton
Wolen MII near the Raisin river, west of town. The factory which nade
wool en cloth was on the east side of the river near where the Fred N
Randal | reunion is held every two years in June. The woolen nill burned
down a few years ago. Dad worked there until 1941 when he started
working at the Ford Plant in Manchester.

Their were New York Central train tracks with railroad cars parked on a
si di ng about two bl ocks west of where we lived in dinton. | remenber
riding ny tricycle to the railroad tracks. For fun, another kid and
woul d play under the railroad cars w thout nmy nother knowing it. Steam
| oconotives made a | ot of noise. W would be scared away if we ever
heard a train coming. My uncle Leon Randall was killed in 1923 by a
railroad box car closing door accident in Cinton

| had tried to run away to nmy aunt M nni es house which was half way to
Manchester north of Cdinton. My nother had tracked nme down in Cinton
before | got very far. This is simlar to when ny cousin, Marilyn
(Whel an) Blue and | went through the the farmgarden and fields to the
woods when we were 3 years old. My nother drove the 28 Chevy down
through the corn field rows on aunt Alice Welan's farm to rescue us
before we could get lost in the wood where the previous day, ny nother
had taken us to pick flowers in the woods beyond the corn field.

| renenber that our next door neighbor in Clinton had given ne a new
1940 nickle with a white house on it instead of a buffalo head or
liberty head. This was a | ot of noney then. Licorish "nigger babies"
were a penny per small bag. | know this because ny nother used to give
me a penny to go to the store to buy a bag of the candy. | cane back one
day and told ny nother that | had discovered the difference between boys
and girls, "Grls have |longer hair than boys". | started kindergarten in
Cinton in the fall of 1939. Jerry was born in April of 1940. In the

wi nter of 1940, ny father bought an old house and we noved from dinton
to Manchester. W lived on Granger Street near the Ford Motor Co mill
pond. At first, we had no electric power, so there were no electric
lights, refrigerator, running water, bathroom sewer, toaster, freezer,
di shwasher, washi ng nachi ne, mcrowave, radio, television, or tel ephone.

We did have a kerosene cook stove/oven, kerosene |anmps, a coal heating
stove, and a dirt cellar with stone wal k out steps. C othes were washed
with a scrub board and wash tubs filled with hot water heated on the
kerosene stove. Dishes were washed and dried by hand. Cothes were dried
on a clothes line and ironed by heating a heavy cast "iron" on the
stove. W had an outdoor hand operated water punp. W had a two hole
out - house at the end of a flat stone path between the house and garden
There were no sidewal ks or paved roads. | finished kindergarten in the
Manchester Public Schools in the spring of 1941 when | was 5 years ol d.

I had to walk alnbst a mile to and fromthe school up hill and down
hill, both ways. | graduated from Manchester Hi gh School in the June of
1953. This was in the same building where |I had finished kindergarten
Bread was 15 cents per |oaf. W bought sugar scooped froma barrel for 5



cents per pound. MIlk was delivered to the door step by a mlkman for 10
cents per glass quart bottle.

In 1943 we were hooked up to electric power. We got a manual electric
toaster. The toast could be flipped by opening the doors and cl osing
them agai n before the toast burned. My parents bought a refrigrator that
sprung an ammoni a cool ant | eak. They replaced it with a new freon CE
"Monitor Top" refrigerator with a round conpressor/evaporator on the
top. It lasted 50 years and was still working as a spare cooler in the
basenment when the Grossnan Road farmwas sold in 1993. They al so bought
a new Admiral four band AM Short wave radio with a jack in the rear that
was | abel ed "ready for television'. W still have this radio. The Adrian
Firestone store salesnman did a good job. The TV jack turned out to be an
RCA audi o jack which we later used to anplify the output of new 45 RPM
record changer. We |listened to AMradi o stations, usually WIR (NBC) in
Detroit, CKLWin Wndsor Ontario, or WIBK in Ann Arbor. There were no FM
or TV stations until 1946.

My father wal ked to work at the Manchester Ford plant because of the
tire and gas rationing. World War Il ration stanps were required to buy
tires, gasol ene, sugar, and neat until 1945. Before the end of the war,
we coul d occasionally use a tel ephone at our neighbor's house. If
soneone needed to call us long distance, they would have to call the
Stiebs. They would run down to our house to get us to answer the call
There was no "dial" on the tel ephone, it would automatically call the
operator when the handset was |ifted. Andy Stieb used to give ne thril
rides in one of his two old nodel "T* Ford cars which he stored in a
garage near our driveway.

My father worked as a speedoneter calibrator at the Manchester Ford

i nstrunment panel assenbly plant from 1941 to 1950. Then he becane a
parts quality inspector at the Rawsonville Ford Plant until he retired
in 1972. Dad started re-building our house on Granger Street in 1941. By
1947 we had a new roof, asbestos shingle siding, an electric water punp,
a nodern kitchen and bat hroom addi ti on, a wood/coal convection air
furnace, concrete/brick front porch, and concrete basenent steps walls
and floor. After the war we got an electric stove, city water, a dial

tel ephone with a four digit phone nunber. My father traded the 1928
Chevy for a used 1935 Chevy. My first job at 13, was a one hour Saturday
nmor ni ng shoe shop machi ne cl eaning job. | used kerosene soaked rags to
clean the dust and dirt off of the Shoe repair nachines. | nade 50 cents
for the one hour job, which | put in ny savings account at the Union
Savi ngs Bank. We raised rabbits and chickens which ny father would kil
for food. In the sunmer | would cut and gather hay for the rabbits from
nei ghbori ng roadsi des and fields. W always had a garden for vegetables
that nmy nother would can in glass jars. W al so had Strawbwerries and

Bl ack/ Red Rasberry bushes.

We |ived near the New York Central railroad that used steam | oconotives
to pull freight trains between the north and the south. They woul d go by
twice every day. In the winter, we would race the train by sliding down
the hill next to the tracks. | walked on the tracks over the Ford Modtor
Co mill pond train trestle twice a week to get a gallon of fresh
unpasturized nmlk froma farmon the other side of the Raisin River

This gallon of mlk cost 30 cents. | carried it in a galvanized stee



can with a steel handl e and cover.

| worked in the onion fields a fewtinmes with ny grandfather, Fred

Patterson each fall. | pulled, topped, and crated onions for 15 cents
per wooden crate. | made $2 per day. | went fishing with hima few
tinmes, on a | ake on Wallace Road, behind the Bridgewater Center School &
Town Hall. He always had interesting stories to tell

In 1948, | took over the two Ann Arbor News newspaper routes in
Manchester. | delivered the newspapers six days per week by bicycle. My

dad had bought a used 1941 two door Ford, so we had two cars. My nother
woul d drive me over the routes when there was bad weather. In 1949, |
took over the Detroit News paper route. | bought a used single speed
Cushnman notor scooter. Six dally newspapers cost each custoner 30 cents
per week. The optional Detroit News Sunday papers were 15 cents each.
received the comi c strips on Saturday. Sone of mny customers requested
themto be delivered |late Saturday with the Saturday paper. | had to
collect on Friday night and Saturday. | made one cent for each paper
that | delivered which was about $15 each week for about 30 hours of
wor k. This anmounted to about 50 cents per hour. But candy bars were only
five cents each. Pin ball machines could be played for five cents per
gane. It didn't take to very long to | ose a whol e days wages even though
I could "win" nore free ganes. One of ny custoners was a relative

El i zabeth Patterson and her son, Rankin who lived on Torrey St near the
Doubl e A Products plant in Manchester

My father had conpletely renodel ed and rebuilt the house by 1948. It was
i ke having a new hone. Then ny parents bought a 32 acre farmat 10331
Grossman Road in 1950, after Jimand Fred were born. Again, there was a
garden, but no running water, no sewer, and no bathroom W had electric
power with an electric stove, a refrigerator, and a wood/ coal burning
furnace with an electric thernostat. W had an outsi de hand water punp,

i nside rai nwater cistern punp, and a two hol e out-house.

At first, nmy three brothers and | rode the school bus to and from
school. Later, | drove the notor scooter to school in the norning,
delivered my newspapers in the evening, then drove it hone. My parents
received $65 for each nmonth that | didn't ride the bus. | filled the
not or scooter gas tank with about two gallons of gasol ene each week.
This cost about 50 cents which was a day's wages. The Cushnan not or
scooter was not very reliable. probably because |I always drove it "Wde
Open". | had nunerous engine failures, clutch, brake, drive chain,
sprocket, and control cable problens. | had two different collisions
into car rear bunpers. | rolled it over on our gravel roads tw ce. The
top speed was about 30 MIes per hour down hill, but | couldn't go that
fast when there was | oose gravel. | had to junp clear when | oose gravel
caused the notor scooter to slide and tip over

| learned farm ng chores like mlking, punping water, feeding/watering
cows, hogs, and chickens. There was barn cl eani ng, nanure spreading,
stone pi cking, plow ng, dragging, fertilizing, planting, weeding,
cultivating, and harvesting corn, wheat, oats, and hay. W bought a cow
which was first used to keep sone of the grass nowed down in the front
yard. She had to be fed, watered, and nilked (by hand), tw ce every day.
Soon, we got a small Allis Chalmers Cub tractor for the farm | | earned



to drive it and the 35 Chevy. | took a driving test and got a beginners
drivers license in 1950 when | was 14. | had to drive with an adult, but
not at night. Later | took the drivers training course at high school.
had to hel p now, rake, and |oad | oose hay with a hay | oader and slings
into the barn. The hay was lifted, using rope and slat slings, into the
barn hay nmow by pulling a |l ong henp rope through wooden bl ock and tackle
pul leys with the tractor.

Dad was eventually able to add a water punp, plunbing, an electric hot
wat er heater, a bathroom and an automatic di shwasher. He added a septic
tank and drain tile for this. He ran a water pipe fromthe house to the
barn so we didn't have to punp and haul buckets of water to the barn for
the cows, pigs, and chickens. At first we had to nmilk three or four cows
by hand. Dad nilked the cows in the norning before he drove to the
Rawsonvill e Ford Plant to work. | nilked the cows and fed the cows,

pi gs, and chickens after |I came home from school in the evening. The

m |k was seperated into skimm |k and cream by a hand cranked cream
seperator. The creamwas sold to a creanery each week to be churned into
butter. A new MIk House with running water and a m |k cool er was built
at the barn in 1954. This was so that dad could use a nilking nmachi ne,
cool the mlk and sell the raw nmil k. H s best hol stein cow produced a
ten gallon can of mlk every day.

My father had bought a notor bicyle after he graduated from Cinton High

School. It was stored in the honestead barn when he left the farm Years
later in the 50's when uncle Edgar Randall bought the farm | renenber
that nmy father brought it to our farmon Grossman Road. It still had the

rotten original rubber tires on the wheels with spokes. It had two | arge
1.5 volt dry cell batteries for the ignition. The engi ne had poppit
val ves.

| was allowed to drive the 35 Chevy when the notor scooter woul dn't

run. | could make the 35" Chevy back-fire by turning the ignition off,

t hen back on, when going down the long Grossman's hill, which was about
a half mle north of the farm | did this quite a fewtines until | blew
off the muffler and tail pipe. | told dad "it just fell off", but he
figured out what had happened. My dad woul d haul corn and oats to Mann's
Feed M1l in Manchester where they used water power to grind it into cow
meal . He had taken the back seat out of the 35" Chevy which he used as a
truck to haul gunny sacks of cow feed, chicken feed, or flour midlings
(for hog slop), fromthe mll.

Each fall, dad would buy two 55 gall on wood barrels of cider. The cider
was stored in the basenent to becone hard in a few weeks. Us kids would
sneak down to the basenent to renove the top bung fromthe barrel and
suck the hard cider through a straw before it turned into vinegar. Each
cow was fed cow neal covered with a cup of vinegar twi ce a day as they
were milked. They really loved it. Dad said that it hel ped the cow s

di gestion and increased mlk production

| gave up ny Manchester paper routes in 1952. | graduated from
Manchester High School in 1953. My parents were able to help nme with the
tuition at Mchigan State College from 1953 to 1958. The col |l ege becane
M chigan State University. They also helped ne with room and board the
first year. They helped nme to get a bank |oan of $1000 to finish the



| ast year. After ny grandfather, Fred Randall, died in the Decenber of
1953, ny Dad bought his 1948 Chevy from ny step-grandnot her, Mother
Mari an, because she didn't drive. This car was neat. It had a foot
operated starter switch just above the accel erator pedal and a
synchroni zed gear shift |lever on the steering colum. | found that it
was easy to stick shift the gears up or down wi thout using the clutch

When | was a Junior in Hi gh School, | started working for "Buff" Brown
in aradio/TV repair shop in Manchester for 50 cents per hour, on
saturdays. | learned to fix radios and later TV's. In ny senior year, |
got a raise from50 cents per hour to 75 cents per hour. This was a 50%
rai se that was the best raise that | ever had in nmy entire lifetinmne.

WHEN DALE RANDALL LEFT HOMVE

| bought ny first car, a used 1940 Ford fromdad in 1953 for $100 after

| had left hone to go to Mchigan State College. | couldn't take it to
the school because freshnman were not allowed to drive at MsSC. | woul d
hitch hike to Jackson on Friday night where the car was parked in Mther
Marian's back yard. This was after my grandfather died. | would then
drive home from Jackson so ny nother could do ny laundry and | could fix
radio and TV sets on Saturday. | nmade $1.50 per hour, about $15 for 10
hours work at "Buff" Browns TV and Radio Sales & Service. On Sunday |
woul d drive the car back to Mother Marian's back yard. The 35 mile hitch
hicking trip to or fromschool would take anywhere fromtwo to four
hours dependi ng how lucky | was with the thunb. | al so parked the Ford a
fewtines at nmy Aunt Lucille Wodruff's hone in Lansing. | did a |ot of
hitch hiking and bus riding in ny first year at MSC (later it was MSU)

For the two sunmers of 1954 and 1955, | worked for $1.50 per hour
driving a road-side grass nowi ng tractor and doi ng other manual | abor
work for the Washt enaw County Road Commission. | still worked in the
radi o/ TV shop on Saturdays. In the summrer of 1956, | worked for $2 per
hour as a "scab" journeynman el ectrician, wiring homes for Purchase

El ectric in Ann Arbor Mchigan. In 1955 ny father hel ped me buy a used
1951 two door Chevy. He haggl ed a used car sal esman from $600 down to
$300 in Adrian because | had the cash. Later | sold the 1940 Ford for
$75 to a fellow Ann Arbor electrician.

In the spring of 1956, a college classnmate, Joe Zarnick, and | drove the
1951 Chevy Friday night to Sunday nmorning to Fort Lauderdale, Florida
for a one week spring break. | only had $75 for food, gas, and other
trip expenses. Joe had less. W slept in the Chevy or on the beach. W
used our electric shavers and razors in G eyhound Bus Stop rest roons.
We bought groceries to eat in the car. Coffee was 5-10 cents per cup. W
drove back to M chigan via Washi ngton DC. The Chevy broke down in

Ri chnond Virginia on a Sunday. The generator bronze bearing wore out.
found a generator repair shop open on Sunday. It cost a dollar to get a
new bearing pressed into the end cap after | had di ssassenbl ed the
generator in a parking space. W were very lucky to find the repair shop

open on a Sunday. | had to assenble, dissasenble, and reassenble it
twice before it would start charging the battery. W drove on to
Washington DC. | gave Joe $1 to take a comuter train back to New Jersey

where his parents lived. Then | only had $6 left for gas and food to get



me back to Mchigan. | nade it back with only 50 cents left. Gas was
only 25 cents per gallon then. | renenber that | drove all night from
Washinton DC to Mchigan. | didn't want to arrive home un-shaven, so
braved it and asked a barber shop owner in Adrian to let ne use his
electric outlet for ny shaver. The barber let ne shave but he woul d not
accept ny last 50 cents that | had offered him

In the summer of 1957, | got a six nonth job as a draftsnman for Dougl as
Aircraft Co in Santa Mnica California for $365 per nonth. | drove the
1951 Chevy alone to California. A high school classmate, Gale
Sturdevant, and | then drove the Chevy back to M chigan just before
Christmas in 1957. W left LA late Friday night and arrived in M chigan
60 hours |l ater on Sunday noon. W only stopped to eat and buy gas. W
ran out of gas once. | had to add 14 quarts of oil during the 2300 nmile
trip. The total gas, oil, and food bill for the trip was about $65. Gas
was 43.9 cents per gallon in Ely Nevada and 17.9 cents per gallon in
Joplin Mssouri. We delivered christmas presents to Loren Downing's
parents in Litchfield Mchigan just before Christnas. Loren was a high
school classmate who had married and noved to California. Loren's father
had been the Superintendant of the Manchester Hi gh School until 1952. |
went back to School at MSU for another two ternms to finally graduate
after the spring term of 1958.

I found ny first permanent engineering job after graduation in July of

1958. | rented an upstairs apartnment in Uica M and worked as a Test
Equi prent Engi neer at the Chrysler Mssle Plant in Warren M for about a
year. | net Mary Ann Schroeder in the fall of 1958, and bought a new

1959 Chevy. W were nmarried in Rochester Hlls (Brooklands), Cakland
County, M chigan on May 2, 1959. Then in August 1959, we noved to G and
Rapi ds M chigan. | started as a Test Equi pnent Engi neer for the Lear
Corp, later to becone Lear Siegler. W rented an apartnent, then a house
for a year. W were able to buy our first home for $13,900 at 661 Lyles
St SE, in Kentwood, M just before Jeff was born

Qur first four children, Tinothy, Jeffrey, Brian, and Debra, were born
during our fourteen years in Grand Rapids, M. In Septenber of 1973 we
moved to M nneapolis, MN and rented a house in Saint Louis Park, M. |
started working as a Test Equi pment Engi neer for Honeywell. Less than a
year later, | was transfered to St Louis MO W bought our current

Fl ori ssant MO hone for $29,500 and noved here in July of 1974. Qur
youngest son Matthew, was born here in 1978. | continued working as a
Test Equi prent Engi neer for Honeywell, then later in 1994, for MDonne
Dougl as (whi ch becanme Boeing Aircraft) until retirement on 12-31-2000,
one nonth after | becane 65 years ol d.



